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Foreword
Dear friends of PIAE,

PIAE is taking a new direction — in 2026, we
will welcome you for the first time in Baden-
Baden! With this change of location, we are
opening a new chapter and continuing our
transformation thematically as well:
Future-proof plastic solutions for automotive
engineering, new processes, smart production
technologies, E/E integration, Al applications,
and circular economy will take center stage.

PIAE thus remains the key industry meeting
point for experts across the automotive plastics
value chain.

As the program committee, we invite you to
actively shape our conference program.

What innovations are driving your develop-
ment? What solutions do you have for modular
designs, digital twins, or CO2 reduction?

How are you using Al to increase quality and
efficiency?

Submit your contribution — we look forward to
your expertise, your input and the exchange
with you on site!

Yours sincerely,
Thomas Drescher, Congress Chairman

Publish your research results in a
scientific journal

The journal ‘Research in Engineering’ provides
you with the opportunity of publishing an
expansion of your conference publication. Flesh
out your contribution, by presenting in more
detail the underlying theory, the methods used
and the results obtained, then submit your
manuscript in compliance with the formal
requirements via the following link:
www.editorialmanager.com/fiin

(online submission)

Independent experts will then review your
contribution in a double-blind procedure

following a preliminary review by the publishers.

www.springer.com/journal/10010

Congress Chairman
Dipl.-Ing. Thomas Drescher, Volkswagen AG, Wolfsburg

Program Commitee

Pascal Bertens, DAF Trucks N.V., Eindhoven,
The Netherlands

Dr. Christian Bornhorst, Volkswagen AG, Wolfsburg
Dipl.-Ing. Fabian Groh, AUDI AG, Neckarsulm

Dipl.-Ing. (FH) Hartmut Haberle, MAN Truck & Bus AG,
Munich

Dr. Steffen Holzel, Dr. Ing. h.c.F. Porsche AG, Weissach

Dipl.-Ing. (TH) Werner Jakobs, Ford-Werke GmbH,
Cologne

Dr. Gérard Liraut, Renault s. a. s., Guyancourt Cedex,
France
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Dipl.-Ing. Wolfgang Méller, Volkswagen Osnabriick GmbH
Dr.-Ing Martin Schneebauer, BMW Group, Munich

Dipl.-Journ. (FH) Daniel Schroder, Verein Deutscher
Ingenieure e. V., Dusseldorf

Panel of Experts

Andreas Bierbaumer, KraussMaffei Technologies GmbH,
Parsdorf

Johannes Goétzelmann, Magna Exteriors GmbH, Altbach
Jochen Hardt, Covestro Deutschland AG, Leverkusen
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Prof. Martin Wiirtele, Technische Hochschule Rosenheim

Technical Sponsor

VDI Society for Materials Engineering

The VDI Society for Materials Engineering selectively
networks experts from industry and application-oriented
science in order to discuss current component and product
issues from the point of view of the materials and their
technologies, and to make the approaches to solutions
thus developed available to the network of engineers in
this area.

www.vdi.de/gme

Exhibition & sponsorship

Before, during and after the event we offer you a wide
range of opportunities for ‘flying the flag’ around the
congress and getting into conversation with your potential
clients. For information about exhibition opportunities and
individual sponsorship possibilities, please contact:

Anika Wissing
Project Consultant Exhibition & Sponsorship
+49 211 6214-8635 | wissing@vdi.de



Submit your

paper now!

Call for Papers

Please submit an abstract by September 12, 2025 in
the scope of max. one DIN A4 page. On the website
www.vdiconference.com/piae/call-for-papers you can
enroll with your contribution.

Dates
Deadline for Abstracts: September 12, 2025
Notification of Authors: Beginning of October 2025
= Submission of Manuscripts: Beginning of January 2026

The abstract must contain:

= The descriptive title of your paper
Information about the speaker and no more than 2 co-
authors (title, first name, last name, position in company,
department, address, telephonenumber, email)

* An indication of contents covering the main points of
your paper

= A statement as to the degree of innovation

» Classification by focus topic
Disclosure of own prior publications on the topic

Key Topics

1. Plastic Components for Interior and Exterior
Applications

* Thermoplastics

* Thermosets and Polymers
Elastomers
Foams

2. Circular Use of Materials

«+ Circular design of components
Use of sustainable compounds and recyclates
Use of renewable raw materials
Recycling processes and material recovery
ELV Directive

3. Use of Simulation and Al Tools
Process optimization to minimize scrap, cycle time, and
energy consumption

= Quality assurance through visual inspection

* Al-based image processing and deep learning
Predictive maintenance to avoid failures and forecast
maintenance needs

4. Production, Manufacturing, and Process Technology

= Simulation and method development (e.g. Digital Twin)
* Tooling technology for plastic components
+ Additive manufacturing processes

Production in a smart factory environment

VDI

5. Surfaces: Coating, Foiling, Painting

+ Customization through plastic components
Design Variants

* Aerodynamic components
Modularization

6. Functional Integration of E/E Systems
in Plastic Components
Integration of sensors, actuators, antennas,
conductors, LEDs, etc.
Lighting integration
Display design

7. Customization and Design Options
+ Surface customization
* Anti-glare and UV protection

Haptics, Soft-touch surfaces

8. Lightweight Design Solutions
High-performance materials
Material substitution
Hybrid components
Fiber-reinforced composites

General information

The duration of lectures will be approximately
20 minutes followed by a discussion of about

5 to 10 minutes. The presentations can be given
in German or English. There will be simultaneous
translation from German into English language.

Costs

Speakers participate in the conference free of
charge (up to two speakers per presentation).
Travel expenses will not be refunded.

Any more questions?

[ Birgit Bremer
r +49 211 6214-237 | birgit.bremer@vdi.de
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Innovations and
Products for

Call for Papers for the International Congress Suppliers and
PIAE 2026 Customers

VDI Wissensforum GmbH | VDI-Platz 1 | 40468 Duesseldorf | Germany

You need help?
Please contact us!

VDI Wissensforum GmbH
P.O.Box 10 11 39

40002 Dusseldorf, Germany
Phone: +49 211 6214-201
Fax: +49 211 6214-154
Email: wissensforum@vdi.de

www.vdiconference.com/piae

v’ Please register for (Price per Person plus VAT):

International Congress ,,PIAE 2026“
March 18 — 19, 2026, Baden-Baden (01TA701026)

[] Super Early Bird until September 30, 2025 [] Early Bird until December 31, 2025 [] Regular participation fee

EUR 1,290.- EUR 1,490.- EUR 1,690.-

[ Participation fee VDI-members. Save EUR 50,- for each workshop day. VDI membership no*
* For the price category 2, please state your VDI membership number.
O I'm interested in sponsoring and/or exhibition.

Contact Details:

First Name Last Name (Family Name)

Titel Job Title Department
Company/Institute VAT-ID
Street

ZIP Code, City, Country

Phone Mobile Email Fax

Deviating bill address

Date Signature

Participants with an invoice address outside of Austria, Germany and Switzerland are kindly requested to pay by credit card. Please don’t send your credit card details via
email, fax or post. Please book your ticket at www.vdi-wissensforum.de. Transferring your credit card details via our website ensures your details are encrypted and security
of your data is guaranteed.

General terms and conditions of VDI Wissensforum can be found online at: Data protection: VDI Wissensforum GmbH uses the email address you have provided to regularly inform
www.vdi-wissensforum.de/en/terms-and-conditions/ you about similar VDI Wissensforum GmbH events. If you would no longer like to receive any information or
offers, you can object to your data being used for this purpose at any time. To do so, use the following email
Congress Venue address wissensforum@vdi.de or one of the other contact possibilities mentioned above. We would like to
Kongresshaus Baden-Baden, Augustaplatz 10, 76530 Baden-Baden, Germany, www.kongresshaus.de/en make you aware of general information about the usage of your data here:

Accommodation https:/www.vdi-wissensforum.de/en/privacy-policy/

A limited number of rooms have been reserved for congress participants. A reservation form can be found at | hereby agree to VDI's terms and conditions and confirm that the data | have provided to register above is
www.vdiconference.com/piae. Please book your accommodation early. correct. Your contact data was obtained based on article 6, paragraph, sentence 1 lit. f) DSGVO (legitimate
interest). Our legitimate interest is to select a precise selection of possible interested parties for our events.
You can get more information about the source and usage of your data here:
www.vdi-wissensforum.de/en/source-of-address/

Other hotel bookings can be made through our free booking service @ HRS
www.vdi-wissensforum.de/hrs Das Hotelportal

Services: The scope of services includes digital event documentation, break refreshments, lunch and the evening event
on the first day of congress. The event documentation is available online. Access data will be delivered electronically to ®
participants prior to the event. You can find further information in our general terms and conditions. MIX
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